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Background 

New annual data reporting cycle started in the beginning of September and prefilled annual reporting 
templates were made available by the end of August. PLC-7 IG 7-2019 agreed that spatial data are to be 
verified simultaneously to annual PLC data reporting procedure, and national spatial datasets were made 
available at the PLC-7 workspace at the HELCOM Meeting Portal. According to the procedure, the information 
in the reporting templates and in the spatial data are to be verified by 21 September 2019. 

This document describes the main steps of the reporting procedure, including verification of background 
information and reporting actual data. 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information regrading the reporting procedure and raise a 
discussion on any unclarities faced reviewing the templates.  

The Meeting is invited to discuss the spatial data and inform on any inconsistences between spatial data and 
data reported to the PLC-Water Database as well as challenges to resolve them. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PLC-7%20IG%207-2019-622/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PLC-7%20IG%207-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/PLC-7-142/PLC%20subcatchment%202018%20reporting/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Verification of background information 

Reporting of annual data starts by verifying the background information, including the background 
information in the prefilled reporting templates, and the subcatchment delineations in the spatial dataset. 
The Secretariat is to be notified about any potential amendments or acceptance of the template as it is, 
before proceeding with the reporting. More detailed information can be found below in corresponding 
segments.  

Reporting template verification 

All background information on the annual template is to be verified and in case of changes, the amended 
template is to be uploaded to PLUS system. The amended template is to be then approved by the Secretariat 
prior to the start of actual data reporting, enabling the implementation of possible changes to the database. 
Possible changes to template include 

- Any changes in the sub-catchment details, including changes in monitored and unmonitored areas 
due to alteration of monitoring stations; 

- Removal, deactivation, introduction, or reactivation of monitoring station, or changes in their 
specifications; 

- Removal or introduction of point sources or changes in their specifications. 

Spatial data verification 

According to the decision by PLC-7 IG 7-2019, the spatial data is also to be verified annually simultaneously 
to the templates, and the information in the spatial data should match the information in the reporting 
template. Please, send the potentially amended spatial data to the Secretariat simultaneously with reporting 
template. Pleas,e note the following specifications of area definitions when filling the template and making 
the subcatchment delineations in spatial data:   

SC areas in spatial data: The areas of monitored or unmonitored sub-catchment within the national borders. 
One feature in the spatial data is one Sub-catchment and it has one area.  

Station monitored area: The drainage area upstream from the monitoring station, including transboundary 
part of the river basin. The area is attributed to the code of corresponding monitoring station. Please, bear 
in mind that, 

- C station area=SC area, in case of non-transboundary rivers 
- C station area > SC area, for transboundary rivers 
- C station area <\ corresponding SC area 

Country (mon+unmon) drainage area: The drainage area of the river within the national borders of the 
downstream country. The parameter is attributed to the river mouth point. Please note that: 

- Country (mon+unmon) area = SC area, in case of the entire river drainage area is monitored and 
within the national borders 

- Country (mon+unmon) area > SC area, when a part of the river within the national borders is not 
monitored 

- Country (mon+unmon) area <\ corresponding SC area 

Please, note that areas in the spatial data (national spatial data sets available at the PLC-7 workspace) are 
calculated in LAEA projection, and it might differ slightly if spatial data is submitted in some other for example 
national projection. The magnitude of the difference varies greatly depending on the original projection and 
the shape of the sub catchments but is usually less than 0,1 per cent. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PLC-7%20IG%207-2019-622/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PLC-7%20IG%207-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/PLC-7-142/PLC%20subcatchment%202018%20reporting/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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List of all reported stations and point sources 

Bearing in mind that non-active stations and point sources are removed from the templates, PLC-7 IG 7-2019 
agreed that a full list of input sources and monitoring stations (with codes) contained in the database is to 
be made available for national data reporters. National reporters can therefore check from the list if a new 
or re-activated station or point source has been reported before or does this require the establishment of a 
new code. This list will be made available in the PLUS application and this work is currently ongoing and more 
detailed information will be presented at the meeting.   

Data reporting 

The Contracting Parties shall continue with reporting the actual data after the template and spatial data 
verification is finished. Deadlines for reporting and quality assuring PLC annual data can be found in Annex 7 
of HOD 50-2016 Outcome.  

Please, also bear in mind while reporting the details of reporting that were discussed at the last meeting: 

- Reporting of transboundary loads should be reported as monitored (or modelled) load at the 
border; 

- Reporting of retention, as coefficient, mandatory in annual reporting for transboundary rivers; 
- Please bear in mind that if values need to be re-reported, include only the particular sheet and 

rows that you want to make changes on and remember to use the check and insert/update data. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2050-2016-327/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2050-2016.pdf
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